JOTISANA DRAGOOSED

United States Soldiers Break Up
the Legislatare,

THE CONSERVATIVE COUP DETAT.

Five Members Rejeeted by the Board Seated |

by the Honse.

KELLOGG COMMANDS THE FEDERAL TROOPS.

Manly Protest of the Demo-
cratic Speaker.

Conservative Members Marched Out Be-
tween Files of Soldiers.

GREAT INDIGNATION AND EXCITEMENT.

The People Quiet and For-
bearing.

Statements to the Herald by the
Leaders,

NEw ORLEANS, Jan. 4, 1875,
The morning opened with everyibing qaiet,
The United States troops were stattoned npon the
Jevee and St. Louls streel, and consisied of the
whole of the Tnirteenth Infantry, Companies A, G,
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doned his desk, and Tresevant, of Caddo, was ap-
polnted by the Chalr. A motion was tben made
10 admit the members claiming sests from the
parisbes not acted upon by toe Beturning Board.
Carned. A motion was then made to go into an
election for Speaker. After more Qlibustering,
the motion was carried, and resulted as follows:—
Wilts, 53; Hahn, 2] blank, 1—ite radicals not
voting.

Tne Senate organizsd lwmltr Without holding
& seskion. Its President and the Goveérnor refused
to recognise Witz as Speaker, They claimed that
the Hall of Representatives was in the possession
of a mob, and not & Legislatore. The radicals
| weni into cancus, with the intemtionm of organiz-
ing as a Legislatore which Kellogg and Antoine
would recognize, When your gorrespondent a:
this timas left the State House I wag filled with
radical politicians, Kellogg and Dibble were iu
cloge consuitation with General de Trobriand, and
telegraphio correspondence was fapldly golng on
between the Governor and General Emory, The
radicals determined not to recognize the Wiits
Hodse. Ouiside the door of the State House there
Was 4 large delegation of conservative sergeants-
at-arms to prevent the egress of members. It
Wwas the Intention of Wilta to hold the House In
continaous session all dsy and night. The crowd
about the buflding was not so large as fo the morn-
ing, but exceedingly good-humored. McEnery's
headquariers wero crowded with leading conser-
vatives, all of whom appeared jubllans snd confl-
dent and convineed thas they acted stricsly within
the pale of the law,

INVASION OF THE STATE HOUNL

AL & quarter pasi three o'ciock P, M. the United
States military moved up In front of the State
House, completely surrounding iy, when General de
Trobriand entered and procceded to she House
with s milijary order unéeating Speaxer Wiits
and the fve members claimed to haye been irreguo-
larly seated. Wilts lmmediately ocorresponded
with McEnery, and, upon the recommendation of
the latter, was abont withdrawing with all the

Fand H of the Third infantry, seven companies of
tbe Twenty-second Infantry, Company L of the First
artillery and Company H of whe Sevenih cavalry.
{Me excitement was intense,
POSITION OF THE QENERAL OPPICERS,

General De Trobriand was 10 immediate com-
L2200 of the United States forces, and General
Emory temporarily established his headguarters at
the Custom House. General Sheridan was at the
Bt. Charles Hotel Governor McEnery establlsbed
his ofice at Antoine’s restamrant, oo St. Louls
Btreet, witbln & few yards of the bhotel. General
Ogden's headquarters were at No, 71 St. Louuws
ptreet. He a-sured your correspondent that the
White League were only under arma to preserve
the peace, and regarded any confict with the
troops as impossible.

ADDITIONAL INDIGKATION

was manifested among the people at a ramor that
the Returning Board was agaln in session and in-
tended promulgating additional returns so as to
pecure contiol of the House,

THE RXTERIOR OF THE BTATE HOUSE
looked very warllke. What wiih the crowd onthe
streets, the presence of the military, the stacked
arms, occaslonal rolling of drums and the anmety
depicted upon every countenance, the Scens Was
wery impreamye. The conservative members, nom-
bering Ay returned membders and about twenty
contestants, were In cancus in & room adjolning
the Hall of Representatives.

THE CONTESTANTS
were aamitted to the floor of the House. Onu
forty-two radical members were reported as
present, They clalmed the co-operation of nine
conservatives. Lowell was nomioated In cancus
iast night for Speaker. Estellette, who has con-
pervitive sympatbies, refosed the honor. Governor
McEnery lnformad your correspondent that he
ex pecied & conservative defeat in the House. In
case of 4 trlumph he apprehended elther the in-
stigation of & riot In the House by the radicals

admitted to the lobby or else the retirement of all |

the radical members, who would organize separ.
ately and be recognizea by Kellogg.
ORGANIZATION OF THE 1IOUSE,

At twenty minutes before iwelve M. the mem-
bers entered the hall from the caucus room, and
the organization began, Ex-Guvernor Hahn was
the radical and Wilte the conservative candidate
for Speaker. The conservalives feit more con-
fident than before. The crowd Increased around
the State House, and Governor McEnery issued
the following anpeal to the people:—

GOVERNOR M'ENERY'S APPEAL.
NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 4, 1875,

1 appeal to tne people to be calm and patient.
Any public disturbance will thwart our plans and
Jose us the struggle. Conduct yourselves, there-

fore, with caimness and dignity and all will yet be
well. JUHN McCENERY.

Upon organising Wilts was elected Speaker pro
#em. ol the House, The Senate did not organize.
KELLOGG'S PEREMPTORY ORDER.
The following 18 & copy of the oMclal orders
issued by Kellogg for the occupation ol the State
House :—

[SPECIAL ORDER NO. 1.)

STATE OF LOUISIANA,
ADJUTANT GENEBRAL'S OFFICE,
NEW URLEANS, Jau. 2, 1875,

|Extract,)

First—It having come to tbe knowledge of the
Commander-in-Chief, through rellable authority,
that bodies of men aéting together by force, with
Intent to offer violence to the persons of the Gan-
eral Assembly and to resist the laws of the State,
are threatening and are likely to assemble for the
aloresald unlawful purposes on Monday, the 4tn
day of January next, Major General James Long-
stieet snd Brigadier General A. 5. Badger wul
order such part of the State militia a8 they may
have In readiness to assemble al the State Honsa
in New Orleans on the 4tt day of January, 1875, ‘o
ald thie civil authorities in suppressing all and any
such threatened violence and supporting the law,

Second—In order o prevent the aforesald vio.
lence and resistance Lo the lawy toa State House
will be kept closed and (ree (rom Iniraders, or
from any mob or disorderly assemolage or gather-
ihg, on Monday, January 4, 1875, and &8 long
thereafer a8 MAy be necessary, except such per-
#OUS a8 may be designated (n paragraph tolrd of
this order.

Third—No person wiil be admitted to the State
House on the Arst Monday o January next, 4sh
Inst,, except memoers of the State government,
members of the General Assembly or persons
claiming to be members thereol, judicial oMecers,
members of Congress, oMoeers ol the United States
civil, military or naval service, and the forces pro-
tecung the State House.

Fourth—Major Generals Longstreet and Campball
and Brigadier General Badger are lntrusted with
the exccution, By order of the Commander-in-
Chief, HENRY STREET, Adjutant General,

H. J. CaurpiLL, Major Genersl First division,
L. & ND,

THE COCT D'RTAT
made by the conservatives was by eleoting Wiltz
by acclamation temporary chairman, who or-
dered Vigers, the Clerk ol the old House, to call
the roil.  Morreil and Lowell protested, and some

molsr flibustering lollowed. Fioally, Virers Abans

vative members. The miiitary order was
presumed to have been lssued by Sherndan in re-
sponse to an application from Kellogg for armed
federal agsistance. The excitement grew intense,
but was not vielens,

M'ENERY'S AFTERTHOUGHT.

McEnery afierwards advised Wilta to remain In
the ehalr untll ejected, and he consequenily per-
emptorily refusea to obey General Trobvriand, who
appeared on the foor, backed by aboat thirty
men. About four o'clock De Trobriand, who had
rotired momentarily, then entered with Genera:
Campbell, who pointed out the Ave members to be
ejected, ench of whom, after making & protest,
was marched out between two Unifted States
soldlers, Without these the polical eompiexion of
the House stands Afty-two radicals %o jorty-nine
conservatlves, Witz made a manly speech, deay-
ing the right of United States troops %o eject him,
and declared that 1t could only be done by bodily
or armed force. Witz was flnally ejected by the
tioops, and all the conservallve members with-
drew. Speeches were made to the people from
the comservative headquarters by Wilts, Marr and
Ogden, who advised them to return to their homes
and preserve peace. The conservative members
met in eancus at seven o'clock P, M.

THE EJECTMENT SCENL

From three o'clock P. M. to foriy-ive minutes
past ihree the scene In the House was & compara-
tively quiet one. At that bour, when General de
Trobriand entered, in company with an ald. and
walking up to the Speaket's desk Informed him
that he bad two docoments he wished to have
read to the House, excitement ran nigh. Vigers,
the Clerk, being preveated, the ald proceeded to
reada them, One was an order on the Clerk of the
House to have the filve recently elected members
pointed out to him, and the other, offclally ad-
dressed to himsell and signed by Governor Eel
logg, was to the following purpors:—

“An {llegal assembly of men haviog taken pos-
session of the hall of the House of Representatives,
and the police being unable Lo remove them, I re-
spectluily reuest you to remove therefrom all per-
sons not entitied to remain.”

General de Trobriand then sald, *I must now
| request members herein indicated to retire, My
orders from General Emory are to comply with all
requesis made and instrucilons given by Governor
Eellogg.

Speaker Wiltz then rose and sald he desired to
state that the House of Representatives of the
State of Loulslana had been duly organized, and
wished to kaow wheiher General Emory wasaware
of that fact

General de Trobriand answered that be didn't
know whether General Emory was aware of it or
not.

Tne Speaker then asked whether It was his In-
tentlon to remove from the body gentlemen who
had been seated in It since Its organization.

General de Trobriand answered that he was not
there to decide the legality of the action of any
member, but only to obey orders, and noped that
his presence alone would prove sufclent to enm-
force them. To,tbis siatement Mpeaxer Wiltz re-
plied as follows:—"While 1 am Speaker of this
House I am obliged to you for your consideration in
coming here alone, and, while I respect you asa
gentieman and a soldier, yet 1 cannot instract its
members to leave the hail. Yoo must use force
to compel them.”

General de Trobriand responding that he would
make & show of force, immediately retired and
shortly returned with a file of fifteen United States
soldiers, who were halted in the rear of the hali.
He then advanced and ordered Vigers to call the
roll. Vigers endeavored to take possession of the
clerk's desk, but was prevented, the Speaker
warning bim nos to do 1t

NOIST MEMBERS
encouraged bhim with shouts, but the Speaker was
firm and Vigers proceeded to call the roll In front
of the desk, Agninst this the Speaker protested,
and required General de Trobriand to state to
the House explicitly that he bad sumclent force to
secure the calling of the roil, At the comelusion
of this ceremony Vigers was requested by the
General to point out the members to be ejected.
Kot being able to comply, General Campbell was
summoned and proceeded Lo designate them, As
be did so each individual In turn was taken in
custody by two soldiers, and, after making o
formal protest, was marched out of the Legls-
lative hall, Whoen Thoma® Vaughn, of Caddo,
A BILVER-BEADED OLD MAN,

was accosted by Gemeral De Trobriand and his
guaras, be rose very slowly to his feet and smd in
most solemn and impressive terms:— A general of
the United States Army bas piaced his hana wpon
my shoulder and commanded me to leave the foor
of this House, As a member of this body, duly
eiected by the people of Caddo parish. snd ms an

American citizen vdelleving what the rights of
American freemen are not yet all dead, | desire
to enler my solemn protest against this outrage.”

He was then marched out by his captors amid she
profound silence of the Iste 80 DOISY Assembly.
Almost entirely simillar scenes were enacted (n
the case of Jefleys, Luckett and Stafford, of Bap-
ides; Dump, of Grant, ana Eelly, of Winn, who
severally entered their protests and were
marched out amid the Indignant hisses of all
assembled. After their efectment General Camp-
bell approached General De Trobriand and asked
bim o request Bpeaker Witz to allow Vigers to
take his seat. Upon the request being made the
Speaker reiused to recognize Vigers In any ca-
pacity, snd stated that Campbell, nos belng &
member of the House, bad no right to speak upon
its dogor. Campbell expostulated and explained,
whercupon De Trobriand Interceded and 13-
Jormed Mr, Wiitz that be must obey orders.

WILTZ STILL DECLINING TO SURRENDER,
he ordered up the troops irom the rear and the
work was accompitshed. Vigers dashed into his
reat, and SBpeaker Wlits, gaging upon the scene In
silent indignation, stepped slowly down (rom his
desk In & most impressive manper, and with &
volce broken with emotion dellvered the follow-
ing remarks;—
WILTZ'S LAST PROTEST.

*In the name of the peopie of the United States,
and in the name of my bieeding State, and in the
pame of the God of Justice, | agaln enter my sol-
emn protest against this interference. Gentlemen
of the House of Representatives, your Legislaturs
has been Invaded and taken possession of by the
military forces of the United States, Under these
circamatances 1 do not consider it my duty to
longer remain.” He tben stepped down amid en-
thosiastic applaunse., He then slowly left the hall,
followed by all she conservative members, During
the progress ol the concluding events, Mr. Lowell,
one of the radical canaidates for Speaker, pro-
nounced his protest against the employment of
Unlved Stases troops and said he bhad been elected
by civil anthority and ald not wisn to be seated
by military authority.

THE INVESTIGATING OOIH.IM_I. 2.

An invitation was presented to t.h':lhngru-
slondl commitiee to attend the organization of the
Lagislature. Mr. Phelps moved its acceptance.
Mr. Potter objected. He sald that during the
morning he had tried to pass the State House and
had been répdised by the police, supported by the
United States milt.ary in the surrounding streets
In force. Every citizen bad as, much right to be
present as a commiites of Congress, which body
bad sbsoiately no anthorlty whatever over the or-
ganization or action of any State Legisiature; and
he thought, therelore, the committee should not
be present in 1ts oMcial capacity. The committee,
however, decided to go, and with them went the
Clerk and Sergeant-at-Arms. They were stopped as
they approached the State House, and only allowed
to pass after obtaining permission from the oficer
in command,

THE FRAUD CONSUMMATED,

After entering the House of Representatives
they were admitted to tne foor, except Mr. Pot-
ter, who declined to enter, and remained without
the bar and shortly alter left the bullding. After
the conservatives withdrew the House organized
and elected Haln permanent Speaker and Vigers
Clerk. Upon motion of Lowell & committee wsa
appointed to wait on Governor Kellogg and po-
sify lum that the House was organized and ready
to proceed to business. The Governor then,
through his private secretary, transmitted his
annoal Message and returned twenty-eight bils

without his signatore. TUponm motion of
Dewees Tyler, Johnson and Ward, of Red
River, were &worn In, and the Bpeaker

appointed a committes of seven on credentials.
At Bix o'clock they adjourned until to-morrow at
noon. At four o'clock the State House was en-
tered and occopied.by United States troops, and
s now strongly guarded ountside. About bailf the
force remain on guard daring the night, and the

l rest were sent back to the barracks about ten

o’clock.
NO APPREHENRIONS

of any attack are entertained. The excitement
incre+ses in the city, butlis not of an aggressive
nature. The hotels and public resorts are crowded
with people discussing the eventinl affairs of the
day.

QUIET AT THE STATE HOUSE,

Younr correspondeut visited the State House to-
nighs and found it very quiet. 4ll the members
are sleeping In lbe puillding. Goveraor Kellogg
was alone with a few (riends in his private ofMce,
and belng loterrogated ln behalfl of the HERALD,
mude substantialiy the following statement:—

GOVERNOR KELLOGG'S STATEMENT.

1 was anxious for & guiet and peaceful organi-
zation of the General Assembly. Idid not attempt,
during the session of the Returning Board,
to Influemceé 10 @Oy manner 1ts  proceed-
fngs. Wh2n It made It8 returns, leaving
the House close, the Senate bhaving two-
thirds republican fmembers, I hoped for
an amicable settlement of all dissensions. 1
asked the Congressional Committee to Inveatigate
the election of 1873, and was willing to abide by
their decislon, Last evening a committee w aited
upon me and requested that the democratic mem-

bers returned as elected, as well as thelr contest. |

ants, be allowed o come into the State House at
nine o'clock A. M. and hold a caucus in one of the
rooms. | consented cheerfully to this arrange-
ment, with the anderstanding thal there would be
no attempt upon the part of those contestants not
returned by the Board 1o prevent by lorce a regu.
lar and legal organization of the House. I in.
gisted that our party should put in nomination
AN UNEXCEPTIONABLE MAN
for Speaker, Ex-Governor Hahn, who was ¢lected
by bosh parties from St, Charles parish, was then
nominated. When the hour of meeilng arrived It
was found that turee of the opposition members
were absent and two of tbe three of our members,
who haa been detained, haa succeeded In reach-
Ing the State House. We thus had Aity-two mem-
bera present, and were confident of the aupport of
two of the opposition—a clear majority of three,
The law provides that the Secretary of State shall
make the old Clerk of the House supply a list of
members returned as elected. This bad been done,
and upon the assembling of the House the Ulerk
proceeded, in conformity with law, to call the roll.
Before he had flalsbea and announced the result
ONE OF THE OPPOSITION

sprung to nis iect and moved that Wilts be made
temporary Speaker. The vote was put by this
member and declared carried, whereupon Wiltz,
with two or three men, sprung upon the platform,
wrenched the gavel [rom the Clerk and declared
himsel! Speaker ol the House, Several democratic
contestants immediately rushed forward, and were
harriediy aworn in. the regalar Clerk being nusned

3

from the plstform with the !ists of regularly re-
turned members in his possession, and which ke
retalned. Bome thirty or forty desperate charac.
ters had succeeded in effccting an entrance to the
ball, eluding
THE VIGILANCE OF THE POLICE,
who were immediately declared sergeants-st-
Arms, throwing open their coats and exhibising
prepared badges. The ball was immediately
tirown into confusion, and & preparad roll of she
democrats and thelr coul 5 was d
to be called, when the republicans attempied to
leave the hall. Moat of them succeeded in gesting
out. ‘Three or four were prevented, as they say,
and, threatened with blows and placols, pustied
10 the Speaker's desk and compelled to be sworn
in. As soon as possible they also left the hall
In the meancime a protest %0 me waa pre-
pared by Qfty-two members, & clear majority
of those regularly returned and who were thea
present  in  the State Houmse at the
first attempt &t organization. This protest ses
forth the character of the revolutionary proceed-
Ings; the forcible displacing of the Clerk; the
swearing in of the contestants, &c., in detail. In
the meantime, the Senale had organiged with
twenty-six Senators out of the whole thirty-six.
Upon receiving this protest I ordered a squad of
police to appear 1n [ront of the hall door, then
closed by the democratio sergeants-at-arms, and
demand admittance. Their numoer was found
considerably augmented by a number of persons
who bhad, during the confusion, slipped In &8 rein
forcements. The struets began to be blocked up
all around the bulihing, and [ immediately
TELEGEAPHED T0 GENERAL EMORY

at the Custom House, requesting nim to move his
troops to aid the police, about Afty \n nomber, In
clearing the street in front of the State House. This
wasdone, troops occupylog the centre of the street.
It was now evident that resistance would be made
to the police entering the hail, The crowd was

'lngmontmg every moment and danger of vio-

lence constantly increasing. I telegrapbed, re-
questing that a small aetachment of military be
brought into the building to ald the police, orders
being given that no member returned as elected
nor any regalar oMoer of the Legisiature should be
Interfered with, bat that the mob and persons
Bot returned as elected should be removed Irom
the floor of the housa. This was done, and the
hall was cleared of all but ithe regular membera
and officers. The Clerk proceeded again to call
the roll, which he still retained, announcing s
quorum present. The flty-two republicans and
geveral of the opposition remained in the hall,
The vote proceeded for Speaker, and Hahn re-
celved fifty-four votes, which was one majority of
the whole number returned elected. We have a
good congervative Speaker. Iam opposed to any-
thing like ¢
QUESTIONABLE MEASURES,

such as unseating any of the opposition entitled
to their seats. I am confllent that a number of
them will immediately come into our House, [
hope for some speedy solution of our difculties,
elther by acrion of Congress or o:herwise. I am
stlil willing to let the Congressional Committee
decide as to the legal government, and if it I8
decided that I was not elected In 1872 1 shall be
only too giad to retire, I earnestly hoped for an
amicable organization and regret the proceedings
of to-day, but I becams gatisfied that nothing
short of a revolution wonld satisfy the opposition.
Icannot see how, as long &8s we malntain our
preseni attitude, any serious dificulty can prevail,
and I nope in a few days that wiser connclls will
prevall,

STATEMENT OF SPEAKER WILTZ.
NEw ORLEANS, Jan. 4, 1875,

Speaker Wiltz called &t the bureaa of the
HERALD to-night and made the following state-
ment:—

Last evening a committee was sent to the State
House to ask for & room lor the purpose of holding
a congervative cancus this A. M. at nine o'clock,
The request was granted at ten A. M. The
caucos was held at hall-past eleven, the conser-
vatives proceeding to the house In a body,
At noon the old Clerk of the House, Mr. Vigers,
calied the roll and 102 members answered, 1 oon-
midered that the formalities of law had been com-
piled with and the organization rested with the
majority. A motion was made and carried that I
be declared Speaker pro tem. of the Boonse,
Thereupon I took the chalr, until then
occupled by the Clerk. 1 then called
upon Judge Houston, & Justice of the
Peace, who swore me in. The members wera shen
sworn In by me. A motlion was then made and
carried to elect & temporary Clerk and a tempo-
rary Sergeant-at-Arms. A resolution was then
offered to seal the five conservative members
whose Cagss were not passed upon oy the Return-
ing Board. The resolution was adopted and the
five members were sworn in and took thelr seats,
The House then proceeded to a permanent organ-
ization, Governor Hahn and mysell were

NOMINATED POR SFEAKER,

n call of the roll was ordered and fifty-five votes
were cast for me and two were cast for Hahp., I
voted blank, making in all fifty-eight votes, ffty.
51X belng & quorum, I was then declared elected
permanent Speaker of the Hopse, The temporary
Clerk was then eiected permanent Clerk, and the
temporary Sergeant-at-Arms permanent Sergeant.
at-Arms. 1 then announced the House perma-
nently organized. A motion was made and car.
ried to appolot a committes of seven on creden-
tials, election and returns,

During that time some of the republlcan mem-
bers withdrew. The committee appointed con-
sisted of five conservatives and two republicans,
The committee asked for and oblalned permuasion
to withdraw lor deliberatlon, which was granted,
An attempt was now made by some republican
members to leave the ball, I them ordered the
Bergeant-at-Arms to prevent them. Tbis caosed
considerable confusion in the lobby, filled with
Metropolitan police and radicals, admission to
most' of our sergeants-at-arms baving been
previousty denied by Hogh J. Campbell,
General of Kellogg's militia, 1 then ordered the
Sergeant-at-Arms to clear the lobby, which was
done, We were then

WAITING POR THE REPORT
of the Commituee on Credentials, & quorum of the
members being present, when General De Trobrinod
entered the ©ball and Informed me that he
had recelved Instructions from Governor Kel
logg to the effect that the House of Repre-
sentatives was in pos:ession of a mob, and
desired him to clear the house of ali
persons who were not returned by the Weils Re.
turning Board, 1 asked that the document be
read, and he offered 1t to Vigers, whom he said
be was Instructed by Governor Kellogg to recog-
nize an Clerk. 1 refused to recognize Mr. Vigers

 proceedings of

#8 Clerk of the House, and protested against
the reading of any document by Vigers. Toe

General then had the docament read by
his Adjutant, who accompanied bm. The
Clerk of the House and mysell declined

0 point out the members who hsd been
seated by order of the House. The General with-
drew after applying to Vigers, who was elther on-
willng or unable to point tmem out. General
De Trobrisnd returned shortly in company
with General Oampbell, who pointed them
out. Previons to the appearancs of Gen-
eral De Trobriand ihe Committee on Credensials
nad reported, and eight conlestants (all conservy-
atives) had been seated by the House, When
General De Trovriand attempred to eject Mr,
Vaugtn, from Caddo, Mr, Vangnn protested, 1 di-
rected Mr. Vaogho oot to allow bimsell to be
ejected except at the polat of the bayonet Gen-
eral De Trobriand then called upon
SOLDIERS DRAWN UP IN LINE
in the lobby of the House, with bayonets gxed,
and, between a file of soldlers, Mr. Yaughn was
marehed out of the House, and successively,
In tue same manner, each member who bhad
been seated by order of the House was marched
out, each member protesting and asking that his
protest be placed on the journal. lmmediately
thereafter the General approached me and In-
formed me that, Io obedience to his orders from
Governor Kelloge, he would have the roll called
by Vigers. I again protested against she execn.
tion of such an order, sasisfded that the House be-
Ing organized the Governor could not call
upon the lederal troops. General De Trobriand
ordered the roll called. Vigers was abous to
call the roJ, when | ordered my Sergeant-at-Arms
to eject Mr. Vigers, which order was obeyed. Tha
General thereupon called 1n a flle of soldiers and
surrounding the Clerk the roll was agaln about
belng called by bim. I again
PROTESTED IN POSITIVE LANGUAGE

and gave notlce that [ would withdraw and ask
the members not to participate In any further
the Houss under [federal
bavoneis, 1 and the conservative mem-
bers of the House then withdrew. 1 de-
sire in sddition to state thas my object In
organiziog the House In the manner I did had
several legislatlye pPrecedents, The whole pro-
ceedings were copled from the journal of the radi
cal Legislature of 1868, of which [ was & member,
the legality ol which was afterward sabstantiated
by all the courts of our State.

GOVERNOR EELLOGG'S MESSAGE.

New UBLEANS, Jan. 4, 1875,

The following are the more lmporiant portions
of Governor Kellogg's Message to the Legisia-
tare:—

Sioce the adjournment of your predecessors
disastrous crevasses 1o the levees have destroyed
the crops In several seclions of the State and pro-
duced much suffering among the people, which,
however, has been greatly mitigated by the be-
nevolence of the citizeus of other Btates, notably
of Massachusetts, and by the bounty wiicn the
general governmeni has bestowed upon us with
unsparing band.

Pulitical disturbances of & grave and a wide-
spread character have also seriously impaired the
prosperity of the State and retarded Its Industries.
Both these causes have diminished the revenues
and prevented a close collection of 1axes;: yet, in
the yesr that has just passed, the recelpts have
been nearly equal to the expenses. The rate of
Btate and city taxation has been largely reduced,
and, for the first time for many years, not one
dollar hes been added to the public debt, which,
on the contrary, has been sensinly redaced. Call-
ing to mind the unparalleled diMculties the State
government bas had to eocounter since the first
day of Ita iInanguration, I may be pardoned for re-
ferring with pride to these financlal resuits, ob-
tained under such adverse circamstances,

PUBLIC DEDT AND TAXATION,

The total bonded and floating debt of the Btate
when the present sdministration came into ofMce,
exclusive of the amount due the fiscal agent—

viz., $150,000, which has mnce been paid—
was $23,933,407. (Auditor's report of December 31,
1872) It was Increased the first year of

this adminlstration by the issue of bonds author-
fzed by mcis passed by previous legisiatures,
viz.;—Bonds lssued to the New Orleans, Moblle
and Texas Rairoad Company, on a sectlon of
twelve miles of completed railroad, under act
No. 31 of 1870, for $126,000, and bonds issued to the
North Loumlana and Texas Raliroaa Company,
under act No. 108 of 1869, for $576,000; making a
total of $24,634,407, The |ssue of the last named
boads was rendered obligatory upon me by a de-
cision of the SBapreme Court of the State,

The bonded and foating debt has been decreased
as follows:—

or Tam
By the mdampl.lun of
hi cuhlm

hange under Funding 18,472,
fu'rnrnnu for llu&.m or mulldum
bon

"‘lﬂmﬁ

*i'otal reduction of debt under present ad-
u:unm HON .ovinrsmnnnnans .p woenens . $1,508 560 939

* Nore —This total does nnt. agree vmh figures, but 18
given as received by telegraph. —Ass, Fruss,

The rate of taxacion in the city ol New Orleans
in 1872, when the present Btate government came
juto office, was:—State, including school, 21
miils; city, 80 mills. Total, 51% mills, Tne
rate of taxation for the present year, as
redaced by the measures passed by the
Iast Legistature, is:—3Stute, Inciading schools,
14% mulls; city, 26 mills, Total, 20} milis,
making s reduction of the taxation of the city and
state under this admimsiration of 12 mills,
As the rate of parish taxation is, by iaw, limited
to the rate of State iaxation, and the rate of State
taxation I8 now limited by a constitutional amend-
ment to 14 mills, including scnools, 1t follows
that in no parish of the State, outside of the parish
of Orleans, can & heavier tax than 20 mills be
levied \n any one year. In previous years the
State and parlan taxes In some purishes of the
State reach as high as 70 mills. The act adopted
by the last Leglalature providing for tne funding
of tne State debt, and the constitutional amend-
ment connected therewitn, which have since been
ratiied by the people, form & most Imporiant
feature in the financial history of the State.

A FLING AT THE DEMOORATS,

When the present State government came into
ofMce the publio debt, contracted by the previous
democratic and repnblican Legisiatures, was con-
fessediy out of all proportion to the resources of
the State, and the Incoming administration had
1o face the alternative of repudiation or compro-
mise with the creditors of the State. Believing
that {ndiscriminate repudiation of the obligations
of the State, whether jnstly or unjustly incarred,
would be dishonest to our creditors and eventu.
ally disastrous to the State, we sought first o
test through the courts the validity of soch bonds
as were popularly belleved to have been lssued
without adequate consideration, and then to effect
snch an adjustment of the remaining voted bonds
a8 would be s falr as possible to our creditors
and afford that reilel which was absolutely neces-
sary to the taxpayers of the State. 1t will not be
forgotten now carelully each step which led to the
passage of the Funding bill was considered; how
the advice of the Chamber of Commerce and the
leading business men was asked and obtained,
sud, finally, how the State, anxious to pay its just
creditors 10 the utmoat limit of 1ta capacity, Axed
the rate of funding at o point tem per cent higher
toan the limit which experienced financiers who
bad examined Into our resources deemed the
State able to pay. In connection witn the Fund-
ing bill | recommended to the Legisiature tne
adoption of

THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

limiting the State deut 10 $15,000,000, limiting tbe

rate of taxation for State purposes to 12% mills,
exclusive of schools; confiniug the revennes or
each year tothe expenses of thas year, and pro-
bibiting the lssue of Treasury warranis |o excess
of the revepues. These amendments were
adopted by the Legislature, and were submitied
to (de people at the racent eleciion. It s & sourea
of smcere gratficasion to me lo know—thoagh
In tbhe blnd prejodice of partisan warfaré the
scope and purpose of these amendments were
groasly misrepresented and strong eforts werse
made 10 defeat them—the people formally ap-
proved the fnanciai po.cy of my administration,
ana ratifiea eacn of the amendments submitied to
them by a vote mach larger than that cast for
either of the party tickets placed In the ferd. |
belleve the edect of these swendments on the
financial
FUTURE OF THE STATE

canmnot be otherwise than most beneficial, as the
source from which the greater part of our burden-
some State debt has sprung—namely, the 1ssue of
WArTAD!S yoar by year io excess of revenoe—is
thereny forever cut of. The debt and raxasion
are 30 llmited and deflned that woen peace 19
onoce more restored to us caplial can find (nvest.
ment here without fear of oppresalve Laxation;
and even our creditors, I think, will eventaaily
fAnd, |n the greater security of thelr new obliga-
tions and the great ceriainty of prompt payment
of their interesi—priceipal sod loterest alike
belog secured under solemn guarantec of the
consiiiation of tne State—many compensations lor
the apparent loas on the face value of their bonds.

Previous o tae ratification of the funding law
by the people & number of the creditors of the
State avalled themselves of Its provisions, and now
that the binding force of the iaw s placed veyond
question | presome that most of the other cred-
itors wiil come forward to fund their bonds. A
dificult and responsible duaty will tbhus be tarown
om

THE FONDING BOARD.

As at present constituted that Board consists of
the Governor, Lieatenant Governor, SBecretary of
State, Treasurer, Audilor, Bpeaker and Flacal
Agent. [ts operations thas far have been [or the
moust part guarded and conservative and marked
by a disposition rather to discourage than encour-
ag® any large amount of funding uotil the statns
of the law should be MOnally settled. Now
that the number of boads pressnted for funding 1s
likely to be Increased, I think & ebange in the
composition of the Board Is desirable. [t seems
to me right, for many reasons, that the Funding
Board ahould not be composed of State ofMoers,
and I suggest that In & matter which afects so
largely the interests of the business commuaity,
tbat sbe annually elected Presidents of the Cnam-
ber of Commerce, Cotton Exchange and Mer-
ehanis’ Exchange, of New Orleans, ex oficio, to-
gether with two citizens of known standing, to be
selected by them, might very properly be consti-
tasted the Board. [ earnestly commend this
subject to your early consideration as one of great
Importance Lo the credit of the State, 1 [urther
recommend that the funding of the debt and obii-
mations of the Siate be regulated by law in such &
manper as will enable the ofcers of the State and
all taxpayers and creditors of the State w0 resist
tne funding of any Illegal evidences of debt by ad-
ducing evidence 1o establish thelr Invalld cbarac-
ter.

Next In urgency to the condition of the State
finances, the embarrassed and crippled condition
of che city of New Orleans demands your atten-
tion. The debt of the city, bullt ap during a series
of years of maladministration of the city afalrs,
alded by unwise legisiative enactments, 18 now so
great that the anoual tax required to Keep up the
loterest payments Las become

AN ALMOST INSUFFERANLE BURDEN
npon the property of a large class of worthy and
law abiding cluizens, who endeavor to pay thelir
taxes when due, and an excuose to other civisens
menerally, of greater means and less respect ror
law, to reiuse the payment of any taxes at all
The expenses of the city for a considerable period
bave annually excesded Itz revenue, and the

volame of Its foating and bonded debt
bas thus increased year Dby Jyear with
accelerating rapidity. With & view of

ohecking this alarming tendency I submitted to
the last Logflarure, 4 constitationsl smendment,
spproved by ihe Ubamber of Commerce and the
thea City Conncll, protubicing any (arther inoreases
ol the city debt in any furm or under any pretexs,
and providing, under severe penalties, that amer
January 1, 1875, oo warrant or certificate of debi
should be Issaed by any officer of the clty excepl
against cash actoally in the Treasury. This amend-
ment was passed by the Legisiature, and though
opposed at the late election on the same unreason-
ing principles as the otber salutary meusures ol
this administration, was ratified by the people, and
now forms part of the constitution ol the State,
RECOMMENDS 4 NUMBER OF MEASURFES.

He recommenas a large namber of measares,
and adds:—I canoot too persistently urge upon
you, gentlemen of the Legisiature, Lhe great im-
portance of at once carrying into efect the re-
forms and redoctions of the puolle expenaltures
which 1 have indicated and others which will
doubtless suggest themselves to you. Having
scaled down ouv Ntate deut to a polnt which will
enabie us, by economy, shrift and good manage.
ment, to meel our lnterest promptiy and greatly
appreciite our bonds, we owe (L to our creditors
and to onrgeives 80 Lo administer our aduirs as to
secure to holders ol our bouds the promised en-
bancement of the State credis and to our tax-
payers anod people generally that relief from op-
preasive burdens which will increase the pros-
perity of the State and bring emigration and
capital once more within our borders. | assure
you that any wel! cousigered mensures yon may
pass, haviogin view the turther reduction of State
and city expenditures and the (urther reduction
of taxation, will promptly receive Exscuative ap-
proval

IN CONCLUSION
Governor Kellogg says:—You cannot be nnaware
that throughout a large portion of the State & con-
dition of anarchy and violepee hos more or less
prevailed for some time past; that the laws have
been disregarded, bluood bas been shed, and the
constituted autborities nave been displaced by
force. In the interest of the whole peaple let me
beg of you to take Immediate measures to secure
the enjorcement of Lhat obedlence 10 law, without
which no civilised community can prosper. No
amount of misgovernment, no oppressive taxa-
tion, no usurpation of ofMce, if such there be, can
satisfactorily explain to tne people of other com-
munities the fact tbat there I8 less secnrity for
homan lfe 1o Loulsisoa than o almoad
any other State of the Unlon; that grave crimes
are committed and go anpunishea of justice, the
eriminals often haviog the sympathy of the com-
munity; that asssssination for political reasons Is
practised and applauded, and that In the whole of

northwest Louisiana ihore Is scarcely a town
where a peaceiul, industrions ¢itizen from another
State couid openly procialm himself & republican
and be permitted to pursue his avocation withous
annoyance or molestation. Bo long as |awless-
ness 15 known to prevall our rallroads will remaln
unfinished and capital and emigraion will seek
other flelas for Investment,
TUE GREAT NEED OF LOUISIANA
Is peace. The evils complained of are infinitely
1e8s injurious to the credit and pfosperity of the
Htate than the sangwinary riots which have
marked our history during the past year. And,
let me add, gentiemen, by way of solemn warning,
that when, as we have recently seen in this eity,
the very children, taught by the example of their
elders, are permitied to resort to violeboe to en-
fotce thelr peculiar oplnions, we are sowing the
_wind to reap the whiriwind. Armed political or
ganisations that have receantly been Jormed
throughont the State are for the moment anited
by & common interesf, but the time will come
when they wiil no longer have a unity of purposs
and then the lesson they have been tanght thas
joroe can rightinily override law may unhapplly
jead to other scenes of violeace and biooasbhed;
but with
A CHANGE OF COMBATANTS.

Permit me to sav, tn conelusion, thaf no one can
more earnestly some finai sevilement of the
diMcuities that for two years have disturbed ihe
State than | do myseil. Butl bava reaponsbilities
I cannot avoid. [ am sustained by the courts and
recogaized by the President as Executive of tha
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